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All through my life, the new sights of Nature made me rejoice like a child. 

Marie Sklodowska Currie, 1867-1934  

Photo by Doug Collicutt, Nature North.com 



Dear Friends,  

Good Shepherd Sunday 

took me by surprise this year.  

After the Easter Triduum and the successive  

stories of appearances of the Risen Christ to 

the disciples,  comes the declaration of Jesus 

in the Gospel of John:  

òI am the good shepherd. I know my own and 

my own know me, just as the Father knows me 

and I know the Father. And I lay down my life 

for the sheep.ó Jn. 10:14 -15  

Hearing this, it was as though, Jesus, with a 

calm simplicity, said to me, to us: This is how 

it is: òThe good shepherd lays down his life for 

Page 2 

Message from the Prioress ñSister Virginia Evard, OSB  

his sheep.ó  This is the meaning of my death and 

resurrection.  

And further, this is our relationship :  Iõm 

not a hired hand, òI know my own and my own 

know me,ó are his words to us. We have an inti-

mate relationship of love and care, he says to us. 

Then, amazingly, Jesus compares our relationship 

to his own relationship with the Father: òjust as 

the Father knows me and I know the Father.ó 

Amazing.  

John, the beloved disciple, knows the heart 

of Jesus, who also knows the Fatherõs heart: òFor 

this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 

down my life in order to take it up again. Jn. 

10:17  

And Jesusõ intentions are very strong: òNo 

one takes it from me,ó he says, òbut I lay it down 

of my own accord. I have the power to lay it down 

and the power to take it up again.  I have received 

this command from my Father.ó Jn. 10:18 

May the power of the Christõs resurrection 

and the intimate knowledge of his care and love 

for you and your loved ones live in your hearts 

and bring you great joy.  

 

Earliest representation of Jesus in the St. Callisto     
catacomb - Rome, Italy 

Photo taken by Sister Mary Coswin, OSB in 2007 

 



 

 

 

Sr Mary Rowell , a  sister of St. Jo-

seph, was a guest facilitator at the 

recent chapter meeting of the 

community. She led a process of 

sharing and discussion about re-

lating in community. A  wonderful 

day!  
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Benedictine Connection  

W 
orld Day of Prayer ð Sr Joan Mormul OSB  

of this beautiful country. The 

prayer guide helped us to pray 

in solidarity with and for Suri-

name, our local environment and 

to consider actions to take to 

help nurture and preserve Crea-

tion for generations to come.  

 

From the World Day of Prayer 

offerings received in Canada, 

funds are made available to sup-

port projects in Canada and 

abroad.  

 

This year one of the grant recipi-

ents was the Survivorõs Hope 

Crises Centre, Inc. of Selkirk, MB 

which received $5000 to support 

the expansion of sexual assault 

crisis intervention services in the 

Interlake.  

 

The World Day of Prayer is a global 

ecumenical movement begun in 

1927, led by Christian women who 

welcome us to join in prayer for 

peace and justice on the first Friday 

of March each year.  

 

This year the World Day of Prayer 

was planned by the Prayer Commit-

tee from the Republic of Suri-

nameñin the northeastern part of 

South America. Surinamise artist 

Alice Pomstra -Elmont depicts hands 

symbolically receiving the divine 

gift of Creation. Through her por-

trayal in the symbol she reminds 

us: òLet us keep it as beautiful as 

we received itó because all of Godõs 

creation is very good.  

The Sisters and residents from St. 

Benedictõs Place gathered to view a 

DVD giving them the background, 

 

A 
ttending the Synod of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg  

Sr Marie Baker OSB  

Attending the Synod made me more aware of the 

diversity of our Archdiocese because the dele-

gates ( over 175) included representatives from 

every parish, rural and urban, every age bracket 

and every ethnic group, plus clergy and religious. 

In 2016 Listening Sessions were set up to identify 

key areas of concern which resulted in Nine Focus 

Commissions who wrote papers and proposals 

and further additions were made.  

These proposals were discussed and gradually 

developed into fourteen global initiatives with an 

emphasis on missionary discipleship, spirituality and compassion. 

These are to be implemented in the near future. After experiencing the 

energy, interest and enthusiasm of the delegates ( especially the youth) 

I believe this Synod will, òrekindle the gift of God ó (2 Timothy 2:6 ) that 

is already within the people of the Archdiocese.  


